THE SNAKE 


A woman driving late at night on a country road accidentally ran over a copperhead snake 
lying on the warm pavement. Alarmed she stopped and got out of her car to investigate. The 
badly hurt snake was barely alive. Being a card carrying ASPCA member, she scooped up 
the injured animal, placed it into a shoe box and drove home. For weeks the woman cared 
for the injured serpent until once again it was healthy. At next feeding when she placed her 
hand into the box, the viper repeatedly bit her. As she died, her last words were, I helped you 
to survive, heal and live; this is how you repay me!!! The serpent replied, ‘Lady, you knew I 
was a snake before ever bringing me home.” Now to veterans that still do not get the 
meaning of this whole diatribe: when VA finally gets around to biting you, you knew VA was 
a snake before ever walking into their clinics, hospitals or benefits system. A snake’s nature 
is to bite; the human quality is beware that or suffer and die. It only takes one bite to send 
your body to the basement morgue wearing only a toe tag. Be sure to leave a valid phone 
number so someone can call your spouse or mama to claim the remains. Beware — you have 
been forewarned. Just because you do nice and noble things for others does not mean they 

ed. 


“My Siléiiće Means + 
Mý silence means that Tam finished fighting, 


oziandnow'there is nothing left for which to fight- 

‘My silence'meiins that Kam finished explaining my feelings to you — 
My.silence means that I have adapted to the changes in my life, 
and haye stopped complaining = 
My silence:means that Tant selfhealing, 

and haye forgotten everything I ever wanted from you = 
‘My’silence means that Tam mbving on gracefully -with dignity = 


